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and his friends were often too keen to wait patiently for favourable
conditions. Among  the many great climbs done were some that
have only recently emerged from their status as rock gendarmes,
and it is as a brilliant rock climber that the author appears at his
happiest. O n  the other hand he has a keen appreciation of ice, and
one of his most exciting chapters is devoted to his very remarkable
first ascent of the formidable northern ice face of the Triolet. Another
stirring account is given of  the descent of the appalling northern
precipices of the Dru in the company of his friend M. Robert Greoz.
This undefeated enthusiast had only just returned from a discouraging
experience on the Verte. Close to the top of that mountain he had
been dislodged by a small avalanche and had fallen the whole way
down the precipitous northern ice slope on to the glacier some two
thousand feet below. Although badly knocked about and still suffering
he insisted on taking part in the expedition. There must have been
some anxious moments for the climbers during the long descent,
especially when they had to calculate how much of their spare rope
was left and how much of the vertical cliffs below them still remained
to be tackled with it.

Such lecords as these are indeed interesting examples o f  what
great adventures can still be found in the Alps by mountaineers who
have not yet adopted the extravagant methods of totalitarian climbing.

The illustrations are effective, many of them showing the striking
aspects of  the Chamonix Aiguilles.

C. F.  MEADE.
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